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To my Worthy Friend 
M*s MART KENT. 


T your defire this Sermon was preached, and at your re- 
/% peated defire it is now publiſhed. God grant that it may 
| be accompanied, where-ever it ſhall come, with the Di- 
| vine Spirit and Bleſſing, that being ſo backt and in- 
luenced, it may accompliſh the thing for which it u thus ſent abroad, 
nd prove a - Anr58 means of good to precious and immortal Souls. 
he hand of that God, before whom it becomes the whole Earth to 
eep ſilence, hath made a very great breach upon you, by depriving 
oz of your dear and affetionate Husband, whoſe Life was very 
efrable unto thoſe that were his acquaintance, but much more to 
on. The good Lord ſtand himſelf in the breach, for he aloue 1s 
ble to bas it up, who out of his infinite fulneſs 1s able to ſweeten 
Þ our comforts, to ſupply all our wants, and to fill up all vacancies, 
ud to do far more abundantly than we can ask or think. It is your 
iſdom not to ſtand poring upon your Loſs, but to endeavour 
he turning it into gain: for meat may be fetched out of the eater, 
ud life out of death; that which devours our comforts, may feed 
ur graces. Every thing ſball one way or other befriend that pers 
on who s indeed a friend to himſelf, Tour Tluband is taken 
rom you, and this is heavy upon you, that you ſhall ſee his face 
omore; yet ſee carefully to this, that you mourn not as one that 
ath no hope, ratber believing that he is gone to a place of peace, 
eſt and happineſs ; gird up the loins of your mind, and by a dili- 
rent ſpeedy preparation of = elf, make all the haſte you can 
after him, ſo you ſhall ſee him in a better place, and better ſtate, 
and more than that, you ſhall ſee your God and Saviour too in all 
is glory, which ſhall reflett a glory upon you. It may be our com- 
ort to think that it is but a little time which you and 1, and the 
eſt of the people of God bave to mourn in, and to conflict with 
remies and Troubles in; and if we can through the aſſiſtance of 
grace obtain a Vittory over our unruly and tmperious luſts, we 
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rows. Make we it our care and labour to get fin out of our hear 
and the haud of Infinite Love and Goodneſs will infallibly ih 
away all tears from ouy eyes. My hearts deſire and prayer t 
Ged for you and yours, is, that ye may be ſaved, and ſo fol, 
thoſe Licfſed Souls that are gone before, and have throuzh Fai 
and Þ atience enter'd into tbe poſſeſſion if thoſe glorious thing p 
which are contained in the Promiſes, and an intimate Communi 
with that God who made them, as that you way be comportioner 

£5 fellow-ſharers with them.Oh that the prevailing Comforter who 

our deareft Lord ſent to bis Church, may take up his abode with \c 


you, ard de that part of his Office to you m the midſt of all yo : 
diſconjolations! May be diref your feet into the way of peac . 


and your hearts into the Love of God, and a patient waiting fl \j 
the coming of our Lord, and the ay of your Redemption. Ti g 
Lord himſelf Le your Sun aud Shield, oo you grace and glorf y 
with whatever elſe he ſees good. May be teach you to live holig 9 
and to all well-pleaſing, and then enable you to die triumphant; 
To his grace, guidance and blefing 1 commend you; and as T boge c 
find you, ſo | defire to leave you under the healing and refreſh yu 


wings of the glorious Sun of Righteoufueſs ; My ſelf remaining, || b 


From my Study, Yours in our moſt precious Jeſu * 
Fan, 24. 1690. 
Samuel Slater. 


Pſalm 1 16. 7. 


Return anto thy Reft, O my Soul ! for the Lord hath dealt bouns 
tifully with thee. | 


have reaſon to conclude David's heart well tun'd,and waund up to 
an bigh pitch of ThankfulneG ) and therefore may by ſome be 
looke? at ſomewhat 1 for a Funeral OccaGion and So- 
lecnity. But for the filencing and ſatisfaQtion of ſuch as ma ſo judge 5 1 
ſhail only fay, this was the Scripture, upon which the heart of our deceaſec 
Friend and Brother was much ſer, and in the time of his health he did free 
quently mention-it as the ſubje&t of that Sermon which ſhould be Preached 
after hizd ure out of this World into 2n Eternal State z and if 1 am not 
greatly miſtaken, ic will freely and plentifully afford mgqreer very fir for 
you to be enterrained with at ſuch a time as this : For though when a Child 
of God dieth, there is juſt cauſe of mourning among his Friends and dear Re- 
lations, and in the Church of God, of which he was a living Member, not 
upon his account, who isan unſpeakable gainer, but their own,who are ſen- 
fible of « great loſs, yet. ſurely ir ought to be ſuch a mourning, as doth not 
exclude joy «s a thing with which it is utterly inconſiſtent, becauſe we are 
{ by the Word of Truth affured, that the day of ſuch an ones death, is better 
than the day of his birth; and in the midſt of thoſe tears which are ſhed, 
there may be trivmphs becauſe of a blefled and glorious Vidtory that is ob» 
tained; and a delired compleat deliverance wrought from all thoſe troubles 
and prefſures which tried bis Faith and Paticace while a Pilgrim herez and 
| likewiſe becauſe then in a more ſpecial manner, after all his aMidtive wans 
$ drings from Mountain to Hill, after all his (inful rambles and excurſions, and 
j =fter all bis redious travels, purſuits and runnings to and fro after Crea- 
1] ture-enjoyments and comforts, which did often run faſter from him than he 
could afrer them, ſo that he was forced to lic down in ſorrow upon the ſcore 
$ ot his diſappointment; I fay,. after all this, his Soul doth at Feath take its 
8 flight for the other World, and joyfully returns unto that God with whom it 
long'd to be, and in whom it ſhall rake up a perfet, undiſturbed, and ever- 
laſting Reſt, There are buc two things in the Text which necd and call 

| tor Explication. Return unto thy reft, O my Soul! 
Y The Queſtion will be, What are we here to underſtand by Ref ? To 
which I anſwer in theſe three things briefly, | 
Firſt, Some do look _ it as yrporting a quiet ſtate and condirion,after 
all thoſe tumblings & toſlings which he had had,the hurries of his liſe cauſed 
by the uncertainty and varicty of Providences, the many and great affliti- 
ons that bad been ordered our to him, God had now rought him ad !o- 
| 6 OM camy 


T words before us are part of « Plalmof Praiſe (in which we 


and take pollcſſion. The Waters are a{lwaged, .the Ark is upon hrm ground, 
now,my Soul,go forth, and offer ſuch a Sacrifice as will be of a ſweet favour. 

Secondly, Others do by Reft underſtand « {till and pacate frame z He had 
been before very uneaſie, and thereupon urquiet in his Spirit, He had been 
under great and furious tempeſts, which had raiſed much filth and'corruption 
that greatly royl'd him ; while there were fightings withour, there were 
fears within,and thoſe fears did bid defiance to his Faith, & in many Encoun. 
ters prevailed againft it, fo that his Soul was dejefted and difquiered within 
_ kim: New he would have theſs Rtorms to be laid; and his Soul to return 
unto that bleſſed tranquilfty and calm which in former times it: did enjoy 
through rhe comfortable ſhinings of God upon ir, | Rur 4 ſhell. pak by both 
theſe; therefore | i FR 

Thirdly, Others do here by Ref, wnderftand God hinnſelf ; orthar when 
the Plalmiſt faith, Rerurn untorhy Reft, O noy Sowt ! his ing is, Rewer 
wrto thy God,redi ad illum, apud quem ſnmman invenies tr anquilleater,neme 
44 Deum, return to him, namely, to Ged, with whom'thou witr enjoy uhy 
KIf as thou wouldeft, in whom thou wil have 'the greareſt pence,” und 
ſweeteſt repoſe, Thou haſt been going to this, 'and ro the other, featreri 
thy ways; now, my Soul, give them their laft farewel, and go rothy 
for with him it will be better with thee than i1 is now, 

As for thar other phraſe, the Lord hath deatt bowntifully with thee ; it is was 
riouſly rendeed. He hath 4 thee, he hath given thee a reward; He 
hath done thee good; wit. in delivering thee from thine Enemies, from thy 
- dangers, and from thy diſtrefſes, and from all thy fears. Ho hath ſorsfie4thee 
by granting thy defires,and accomplifhing thy hopes; but I fee no juſt rea- 
fon why we ſhould leave our own Tranflation, the Lord bath dealt bountifulty 
with thee, There is nothing elſe in the words that carrieth in it the leaft-ap» 
pearance of a dificulty. In them we may take notice of rheſe two parts, 

Firſt, A gracious perſons inviting or calling his Soul home ; calling upon 
his Soul to or its idle extrayagancy, and to go back to the place from 
whence it came, to direct its ſteps or motions to that God with whom i 
fhould borh be, and love to be, Retwry unto thy Reft, O my Soul! Rerurn 
untorhy God, O my Soul ! : 

Secondly, Here is the Argument he ufeth for the prevailing with- his Soul, 
and perſuading ir to ſtecr this holy and blefſed courſe ; for rhe Lord bath dealt 
bountifully wit thee ; thy Experiences may very well be. thy | Encourage- 
metits, The Doftrines which 1 ſhall prefent you with from hence, are of * 
the ſame number with the parts; unto borh which I ſhelt-ſpeak-ur this Fa 
ctme x 

Firſt Dodtrine is this, 4 graciow Soul fhonld be glad to think of returning toi 5 
God, and often.call upon it ſelf to that purpoſe : Return nnto thy Reſt, © my Soul! ke. 
The ſecond 
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ine is this; The Expurieace: that gracious Soul have had 
of God; or, bis former gracious and boantiful dealings with them, ſhould be 
eqgent and prevailing Argument for their returamg unto him, This wes 


the 


d, i the Lord bath dealt bounrifelly with thee, We {hall handle them 18 the 
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Þ &:r, and fo begin with the former, 


Do#, '1. A gracious Soul ſhould be glad to think of returning to its God,and 
call often upon it ſelf to ſach a bi:ſſed paryoſe. Return wato thy Refl,O my Soul ! 
Now the very mentioning of a return to God, dorh naturally and direQ- 


| P lead us to the conſideration of a diſtance at which the Soul before was 
(8) 


m God; for if there had not been a deperture frotn God, there would 
not be any need of, nor occaſion for a return to. him, «3, 12. Return, 
rhou backſliding rae), ſaith thr Lord. And again he calls, werſe 22. Return, 
ye batkfliding Children, and | will beal your backſlidimgs. They had not walks 
ed with God, norkep: cloſe ro him, as they were by their duty and intereſt 
obliged to have done, but were = from him : Th they had once 
come up to hit, and went after him in a Wilernefs, it s Land that was 
not ſown, yet they drew back again ; kindnefs would not hold them, nor 
Covenant, nor the Cords of a man, bur back they did draw, yea and that 
not a little way, but as the Lord hinſelt complained in Fer, 2. 5, They bad 
gone far from bim, and walked þ ip vanity, and were become vain : Bur whi- 
cher did they go, when they left God ? you may be ſure, they changed not 
for the better ; they went to baſe Idols, to them rhat were not Gods and 
that was a great way ; they went farfrota God in going to Pagan Heatheniſh 
1dolatry, as thoſe among us are gone fat from God, who have renounced the 
Proteſtant Religion, and ate gane over to the Tents of Antichriſt, to Popiſh 
Idolatry, Yet for ever to be admired is the Divine mercy-and goodneſs 
thoſe that had-goie from Gad,yea that had gohe fo exceeding far from hirg 
without baving any juſt'cauſe given them for fo doing, he was graciouſly 
pleaſed rocall again to himſelf, Return, O backſlidong Children! fo that 
a retura.doth ſpeak a diſtance that is between God aid mm. Now this di- 
ſtance is ta þe found in a threefold ſtare, and anſwerable to that threefold 
diſtagce there is to be a threefold return ; there is a diffarice from God at 
which man ſtands in a chreefold ſtate, | 

- 1, In his Unregenerate 
2, In his Imperfet Fre 
3, In his Mortal 

1. Men, all men are at a diſtance from Gad, during their corrupt and 
wregenerate fate z thoſe that are in their fins, are, as the Apoſtle” faid of the 
uncenverted Epheſians, Eph. 2.12. without God in the world; let therg 
have what they will, never ſuch natural and acquired accompliſhments, ſach 
friends and relations, ſuch honour and power, fuch eftates and revenues, they 
have not God ; let them make never fo great a figure in the world, they are 
without God in the world, You that are in your impure naturals, the Ser- 
vants of ſin, under the power and dominion of your lufſts; you that have 
not been botn again, nor - pages by the Divitie Spitit, nor made par- 
takers of Grace and Holineſs, you are to this day far from God ; you'may 
indeed Frequent the Aſſemblies of the Sainte, arid walk in an vutwird Fel- 
B 2 pens: lowſhip 
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the Table of the Lord: Fooliſh Virgins had their Lamps,. and w: 
with the Wiſe, Simon Magas was baptized ; Tudas.received the Sop z þ 
you never yet came to God : All this amounts to no more than a drawir 
nigh with your lips, the ſhadow of an approach, a coming before him 
his People, in pretence and ſhew, there is nothing of truth and reality, nafſter 
thing of ſoundneſs. and honeſty in what you do, it js all complement and h 
pocrilie, for your bearts ave far from him. | doubt not but you will eafi 
grant, that thoſe who are bitter and mortal Exemies one to another, -are f: 
one from another, though, as to their bedies they may be in the ſame room 
now a ſtate of fin is a | of enmity; fo the Apoſtle Paw tells us, Roms, 8,7, 
The carnal mind « enmity againſt God ; enmity in the abſtra&, enmity 1: 
the beight of ic : The camal mind votes againſt God, and the carnal hearhi 
bates bim,and all thar bears his Image and Superſcription; it hates bis Law 
his Government, his Word, his Ways, bis People, any thing that ſavours-c 
God, any one that reſembles him. As God doth perfeMly hate the carnalfiſt; 
mans wickedneſs; ſo doth the carnal man hate Gods holineſs, yea all holi$ 
neſs, except it be an holy day of his own making. The- unregenerate ma 
cannot endure the ſplendor of the Sun, no, not ſo much as theewinkling « 
a Star: My meaning is, he cannot bear with the perfeft holineſs of God 
himſelf, no, not with the imperfe& holineſs of his People. 

Secondly, There is a diſtance from God in our imperfet fate, while weſhi 


are in our nonage and minority, The Pe Soul is indeed fald to beflw, 


brought nigh ; as you may ſee in Epbeſ« 2.13. Now in Chrift Feſks ye Wh: 
avs, 2s. 94 fa off 2 made nick the blood of Chrif: So that as ye 
frangers and forreigners, but fellow-cit if 
13 of the Samts,and of the houſhold of God : You are now ſome of the familyſde 
with ſome of the houſe ; all thoſe that are fincere Converts, ſound Believer 
perſuaded to be not almoſt, but altogether Chriſtians, are brought into a ne 


have itin verſe 19. 7e are no more 


. 


relation to Gcd ; they are his Children, and bave a r ght to go up to his ve 
ry Throne, and there call him Father, and they are alſo brought into a 
Communion, 1 fobn 1. 2. That which we have ſeen and heard, declare we unidnc 
you, that ye might have fellowſhip with ms, and truly our {elowfit & with thefſs; 
Father, aud with bu Son Feſus Chriſt. And as God hath made it their dury 

ſo they do make' it their delight to be drawing nigh to him in thoſe Wa k 
which he hath appointed them ; hence they love praying and hearing, Sat 
Baths and Sacraments, means of grace, and aftings of pu z many 
ſweet meeting they have with him, and abundance of benefit and advan-jhe 
tage they find coming into their Souls by it, Pſal. 7 3.28. It « god for me 
fo draw ntar to God, pleafant and. profits ble z good as it affords me peace, and 
good as jc promotes my. growth; good as it intreaſeth my. grace,, and as it Fi 
adds to wy comforts, it wevery way, and upon-all accounts, good to,dray 
nigh to God ; but yer, as near aathe Saints themſelves are to God, they are 
not ſa.near to him as they would be, nor as they ſhould be; and mm ; 


ings of the enamoured Spouſe, Cant. 2, , Draw me, we wil run after th 
And the Language of all holy Souls is the very ſame, for they are not fatif- 
Fed with, thongh thankful for what they have, but are,and while here,will be 
making out after nearer approaches, & ſtil] nearer, not only the banquetting- ' 
1 aflbouſe-entertainment, Con. 2. 4, but chamber-tellowſhip, Cant. 3. 4. and at- 
aefiter clearer lights, Shew me thy glory, ſaid Moſes ; and after fuller enjpyments, 
hyJS:ay me with flaggons, comfort me with apples : Straw me with them, com- 
fi paſs, load me with them ; and as none of them are'ſo full as they would be, 
 farfſfo, none of them ſo fired as they would be; they cannot dwell upon God as 
mgithey would do, bur are guilty of wandrings from him, both out of duty, 
7 nd in it too ; their minds and afteions are running away from God, fo 
—Inflthat they have thera to ſeek while they ſhould be- wholly taken up with 
earflhimg woful flutterings and rovings are the matter of their frequent and 
w Iforrowful complaint. 
s-08 Thirdly, There will be a diſtance during the time of this their mortal 
palate while they do inhabit the earthly houſe of this Tabernacle ; (o long as 
olifthe Chriſtian is upon Earth, he is not where be would be, unleſs it be for 
| __ and m duties-ſake 4 rhis is not his own —_— as the houſe + 
| olflhis Pilgrimage ; this is not his Country, but a ſtrange Land z this is not 
7odfieft, for it is polluted, and he is —_ and when he can make hi eſcape, 
nd be upon the wing, and get to Heaven, by raiſed meditations, flamin 
welkfieCtions, and a Goſpel-adorning converſation, ſtill he is not there ſo as 
beflwould be, not in ſuch a warner, nor to ſuch a degree, He is not ſo often there, 
'v0Fnor ſo much there, nor ſo-long there as he md wag bors, brevu mors, 
 YegHe can get up thither too ſeldom, and be can abide there too little, He's not 
8 :-Fwholly and altogether there as he would be: when he hath taken. « great 
uyBdcal of pains to winde his Soul up, there are heavy weights that preſs it - 
ers down, and ſo there are miſerable, vexatious declenfions -and deſcenfions ; 
earthrough weakneſs the boly Soul cannot mount up to Heaven ſo ſtroogly,and 
veethrough wantonneſs it cannot abide there ſo tly as it would; and be- 
des this, the preſent ſtate is a fate of abſence, which the gracious beart doth 
not like nor vez it is grievous and irkſom to it, as the wilderneſi-conp 
$06KC.tzon was o Fred, though they had Manna ſent them from Heaven, and 
ty EW ater fi for them out of a Rock, and thae following them in a never» 
wo ling ſtream, yet it was but a wilderneſs, not the Land flowing with Milk 
D-Snd Honey, which they had in the Promiſe, and in their. Hope, x Cor. 5.6, 
ny BY Gile we are at bome is the body, we areabſent from the Lord , we do not ety 
oy his glorious preſence, nor liein his boſom; we do walk by faith, and nor 
meÞy light ; we rejoyce in hope, and not in fruition; the ſights which we have 
f him, are but as ina glaſs, darkly, and not face to face ; Our enjoyment of 
ir is mediate, we have his tokens, and not thoſe endearing embrades that 
es Im and = we are abſent we are burdened with-this logd of .. 
xruptible fleſb, 'in which we cannot be. compleatly happy,. and with-a 
v:1 of fin, the body of death which ſtiaks in gs 5 err? 2 load 


accounts there folawynn uneeling(s and veRtlofack © fpirit; werſt a, We p 
earneſt ly, de/irene tobe clatbedt nporr with onr hou/e which © from '$hawin' 


have 2 Robe of immortality and Glory pur on over this Garment of rh 


body, Thus 1 have ſhewn youthar there-is a diſtance from the Lord, ar 


thar in all mer, even the beft and moſt holy, 'rhoſe-who have artained ro rh 


largeſt meaſures, and higheſt degrees of grace while they are Pilgrims a 
-S$rrangers dere. 'Now according to this threefold diftance from God the 


_ 
» 4 


he 


is to be-a threefold retarn to him, if ever we would” come ro the enj»ymenf”” 


of a perfeCt happinets and reft ; ' which | ſhall give up thus to you. 


Firſt, "There is 2 return to God at the time, and mm the work of Comver 


cen, when there is a (anRifying Change wrought in a perſon ; when he is off 
a Sinner made a Saint, and of an Enemy a Friend of God. This u eviden 


: from that {peech of our Sawviow to Sauk, - Atts 26.17, 18, I do now ſen 


thee to the Genti/es, to open their eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs to light 


and from the power of Satan to God, from ignorance to knowledge, trc 


Idotatry and wickedneſs, to the owning, acknowledging, worſhipping ar 
ſerving of God. ' Converting Grace is the may jo Sout to God, 


'bringing of che Prodigal Son 40, his Father, ' the reduQing of rhe loſt ani 


wendering Sheep home to its fold ; nd this is the firſt retyrn'; this is rh 
Air&ftep ; until this bo taken, the Soul is not only far from Ged, bur, whi 
is both irs fin and milery, ir s going further and further from him : Fc 


every at of fin-is a op iram God, and acontinued-conrſe of fin, is a conf, 


Rant departure from bim: As men fm againſt God more and more ; forth: 


&6 revok from God more and mote; while they add t9 fin, they ad off 


%Sackflide .:- Bur m Converſion” theres a returning to him ; this ers fa 


«8nd heart God-ward, and now-the feet are guided into the way of peacgi; 


lite. ther ſaid with joy: concerning his returning Prodigal; The 


Bon wh dead, but be i aliye ; and this is the beginning of your bletlednef 


Therefare Peter Pree.ching tothe Jews, told wool 2.6. That amo the 
Bp cufigrig alt Ib hn Fob ht Kew rs Free, Gf 


wiwiy cveby one of hens from +heis miguirier. Yea, my Friends, whatſoeve 


<chents are-put ypon- you by the Father of Lies, nad your own felF-decervir 
hearts, *you'will nover be-a-bleſſed people, till you” are turned from yot 
quitics, Hi} then youare under guilt and wrath, and a'cyrſe ; © bur at 
ing from miquity, is a returning ents God: "The rurnin = from 6n, 
the-breaking down ob tharmiddle wall of pertition which dit" before fta 
between God and you: Ler'me therefore ſpeak to you, O franers! 10 i 
fame words that- uled, As 4.19. Repent ye and be converted, tt 
year fins may be beotted our, when the trmes of refrefbing ſhall come from 
) by, ' There - i «further return umto-God in the aQtings, exerci 
and increaſes of grace 3 for though there /be g rurnirly 'to God in the fir 


"I 


Thrice —_——— that have thus returned ; this is the beginning of youlſh : 
&s the 


wm 


Conrerfion, yer.we muſt-wot ftop there ; returning to. him" oughtto bet 
- 


"T. of fig, is a ep from God ; ſo every att of grace is a ſtep to God, Fanb 
T.-Chthe Soul above the rhings that are feen, and mounts it wp es vpon- 
"Ye wings of an Eagle, | Zove carrieth the Soul ups in- u ficry Charior, « 

ng re and boly fame; fo-tbar it dweildth in God, and God kv it, Ardent 
"Kd im nate; defires are-the feet upon' which the Sout runs ous to God, 

w [5 hard afrer him ; and the more. the Soul- rramples ' upori-the 

ings that are below; and by a&s of (eif-denial goeth out of ic felf, the 

|; doth- it God: it ſelf in God: And fo it is with reference to- the happy 
4tions which it makes to che grace it hach';- the more #* grows-i1- grace, 

be more dothy iv grow up umo: God; - Ail'the 4 - t- makes Ht 
Krace,: areblefed progrett s in its way ty God! thus is-:indeed $29 fron 
oth 16 firenpth, 1:1. it arprar before God'm Sion, P[al. 84. who is 

There that confiders this, that would be retro in his motions; end lavt- 
"Knudipg 2nd decaying in ſpiritual ! who' yould be content toftand at 4 
by 2. who would not be ngurr ey; wry a ſpiritof hety coves 
"Yetnch,. always receiving. out of the of , amd yet dlweys begs 


Shiog ? and; while be draws up one Backer-fut!, letting down another for. 

pre... Remember ic, O Chriſtians? the move you pre as by the Spirit of - 

+ Lord changed from: grace to. grace, the more conſiderable advances you - 

© from lower to higher degrees of holineſiy the more will you be tranG- 
Jormed in-rhe fpirir of your mind, -and changed from - glory to gory, ts 
the'Viyine 


2 will you have in Is ST rs ng NIN | 
mM you. ina word, by this means-pou will come to tyave-a | 
- DAY en and licences unto God, aid (o a aveter commweiod ab in- | 
icacy with kim, So then this is a further rerurn uno God 5} this is a get 
Fog nearer and nearer to him ; and truly this ſhoyld be the work-of every 
Way. 'Fhis is thar-which we fliald have in our defigns and aims: int aft the 
MHo!y duties that we perform, andin alt che: precious Ordinances wpon which - 
e do attend, that by every one of thers we may have a-lifr given ts, ant. - 
nn and more cloſe to God chan we as yet are, 
idly, There i a return to God at dearh ; | So the Royal Preach&-- | 
"ſhells us, Ecolef, 12, 7. The duh ſhell retwin 33 rbe Karts ar it was ;' of that t 
| © > ptr it (hall be ©: poem PSs: once-the Soul leaves 
Tþ, che body drops into the-grave, -and wtre Grft it putrifies, and arlength 
crumbles'; bar' tbe SyW1it ſhall return wnto'God that gave #1, All the Souls 
f Men and Women, one and other, bort-the and the bad, hall at 
leath beupon their retura; whaher wirh their will, or againft ic, chis muſt | 
ſe done: | They did at tirlt come from'God, when'they were formed; hi 
rnd ther}, heintuſei chew he Wniced them ts the body, mr 
' Prion halt be-diffbleed,: when Drach (hell awtie' the knot; wr Cid th 
pad aſandery then doth the {pirif. return 6 God!" bot ery or 
we Soul, of '\wicked" warn ſhall” in all eheir graile, filth ang! de 
s1o\ Geo, chatatey! muy Rom him reow final and 'irzeverti 


F Dentente, 


' which is pacifying to God, and purifying to man, by it he made 
© Hell canno+ ſbut it up again, The/bldſedand- Di 


Gith be. Fob 3,17, chen [ ſhould. haye been where the wicked ceoſe from tr 


-- - 


malctuQors, carried into « dungeon-of darkneſs,” the bottomleſs Fir, 


there is pnqueuchable fire to torment them, but not.the leaſt beam of lig 
to comfort and refreſh ther; and ſo they ſtall be yunifhied with a» ewerl; 
ing deftruti:on fromtbe preſence of the Lord,' and from the, glory of bu powe 
2. Theſ. 1, And tbe Souls of' Saints which - have been waſhed -from'rth 
Eltbine in the blood of the- Lamb, and had: their nature changed, thei 
principles made holy, and rheir beauty perie& through Chriſts comelineh 
put upon 'themn,-ſball alſo then rewura unto God as their reconciled Frie 
and everlaſting-Father, to be by-him received gratioully, heartily welcorn't 
and put into thoſe glorious Manſiand which have been. d Pa yoo 
red for them; io which they thall enjoy God, and in him a perfeft happi 
nels without denger vr fear of joling either him or it. - Our bleſſed Lord 
ſus made way for-chis return of the-Soul to God by his moſt precious blood 
fac 


chatall the Devil 
Spirit, whom our £ 
ViOUr iſed to ſend, doth make-it bly work and buſineſs ro bring Sou 
back to God by bis quickening, renewing and fancifying grace, and t 
carry them on and furcher by freſh influences, aftiſtances and ſupplies 


@peaco a8 cannot be broken, and fo clear'd the pal: 


And then when they come to be duly qualied, ready, and meet ro be mac 


partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints in light; ſo that they may be pre 
ſenced-before the preſence of the Divine glory:with exceeding joy, the hol 
Ange 'Whoare now appointed. to be miniſtring Spirits untothem who a 
the Heirs of Salvation, are ſent forth by their tender and ever-loving Farhe: 
as his Meſſengers to fetch them home, and a « powerful Guard ro" co 
them ſafe thraugh the Regions of the Air, and Legions of Devils, into th 
ſcar of the bleſſed, theſe celefial and: fure ways of 51 te Way Lord 
and Head purchaſed, and hath taken poſſeſſion of in their names, and nc 

s for them. And this is that return which {-ſhall- diſcourſe to you about 
as that which is moſt proper, becauſe moſt pertinent and ſuitable tothe pr 
ſent occaſion. This iz that return which: the holy Sou! ſhould have much uy 
on.its thoughts, and which it ought.ta defire with longings ; and when tt 
time 18 Come, call upon it (elf to, cake wich all cheartul readineſs; and» 
have a very good reaſon for it in-ghe Text before us, (becauſe it 18 @ returr 
ing to our reſt, There is a ſweet and deſirable reſt which Death briogs along 
with it to the People of God : A reſt to the body, that it lays to ſleep in: 
chamber of the grave, in the bed of duſtJ/a57.1,. The righteoxs periſb,e 
merciful. men are taken away; jt you ask from what, be tells yau, 5r fre 
tbe exil to come ; if again you-a6k; what becomes of: thein? he 4ells y« 
they. go, or enter mio 4 (ball reft in_their beds, and that out of dhe reac 
of them who would di them, 23 Fob ſpake when he was diſconter 
becauſe Death was ſo ſlow-paced, and came; no ſooner for him, for if it. 
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than thar, when Dearh knocks at the door of a godly mas, it brings along 
with it a reſt unto his Soul: Or that I may ſpeak more properly, it briags 
the Soul to irs reſt ; te the beſt reſt it can have or deſire; wiz, a reſt in its 
God, areſt in the Centre, a reſt in the arms and boſom of him who is the 
fopreme object of its love, and pleaſant for delights. "That reſt can want 
notbing to compleat it, which is a re(t in Heaven, a reſt in God. But in or- 
der to the commending to you this return unto God by Death, we will 
briefly ſhew theſe two things, 1, What thoſe things are, from which the 
Soul doth after Death reſt? 2, What are the properties of that reſt, which 
the holy Soul ſhall then be put into the poſſeſſion of? Firſt then, What 
are thoſe things which the boly Soul doth atrer Death reſt from ? Unto this 
I ſhall anſwer in theſe four thingy, 

Fict, There will be a reſt from all Conflicts, for then it enters into 
peace, and is encompalt about with it, The life of a Chriſtian here is tho- 
roughout a combating lite ; there is not any that flees to Chriſt as a Saviour, 
bur muſt, if he would find him fo, ſubmit to him as a Lord, and liſt hunſelt 
under him as.a Captain. Therefore we are expreſly commanded to put on 
the whole Armour of God, and to hight the good fight of Faith, and to en. 
dure hardſhip as the good Souldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, You muſt not think to 
live here wholly at eaſe and in quiet. Chriſtianity isa warfare . No ſooner 
are you reconciled, and made the riends of God, bue others will be enraged, 
and become deſperate, yea implacable Enemies unto you. Great Enemies 
there are, potent, cruel, and a great many of them. Intefine Enemies, 
Y thoſe of our own houſe, yea nearer yet, thoſe of our own hearts ; and be- 
cauſe they are ſo very near, therefore they are exceeding dangerous. A Le- 
gion of luſts which war againſt the Soul; who indeed can tell the number of 
them ? There is f- ſh which luſtech againſt the ſpirit ; ſin againſt grace; 
fears, and doubts, and jcalouſies of God againſt Faith ; ſenſual and (elf-love 
againſt the love of God; and there are forreign Enemies too. Saran and 
the World ; the World one while undermines the Soul by its flutering pro- 
miſes, and another white batters it with its terrible menaces, Now it tawns 
with Delilah, anon it frowas like « tury ; and then the Devil, who will ne- 
yer be quiet, at one time he comes forth againſt the Soul in a diſguiſe, like 
to an Angel ot Light, that be may ſo deceive and ſurprize it; at another 
time he will appear in bis own ſhape, as ugly and deformed as it i*; for 
Devils do not know how to bluſh ; 1 ſay, he comes as a Prince of darkneſs, 
to carry it captive, and fright it into his Net ; ſometimes the Saints find 
him bifſing as a Serpent, and nibbling at their heels, at other times roar- 
ing likea Lion, and coming upon them with open mouth, as it he would 
ſwallow them at once ; fo that what with the ane and the other,the fin that 
ewelleth within, and the Enemies that beſet and lay cloſe fiege without, the 
poor Chriſtian 13 oftentimes weary of his life ; but when Death comes,it puts 
an cnd to all this, it EY Phat him out of the field, and 
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of Salvation, having come off with honour, and obtain d the Victory, yea, 
been more than a Conquerour, ſhall maintain an everlaſting Triumph, with 
their Robes of Glory, and Palms in their hands, When once Death lays 
them aſleep in their graves, the laſt ſtroke 1s ſtruck as to them ; they ſhall 
not learn nor proſecute this holy. War any more. 

Secondly, There will be a reſt from-trouble and ſorrow ; As there will 
be no fighungs, {v no mournings z as no dangers, ſono ſighs. "This World 
1s a place of trouble, it is tull 0! it. Man is born to trouble, and as it meets ! 
him at his birth, ſo it will accompany him to his grave. When our firſt 
Father Adam had once —_ the Law of his Creation, there was im- Þ © 
mediately introduc'd a diſmal and aſtoniſhing change; the face of the Earth 
was covercd with Briars and Thorns; and who is there 2mong all the Chil. 
dren of men that hath not tus fingers pricked with them ? who is thcre thatÞ, 
can paſs thorough this Wilderneſs without multiplied wounds? Indeed the 
ſame meaſure is not meted out to all; every one cannot ſay, he is plagued 
all the day long, and chaſtened every morning , yet there is not one but 
hath ſo much az he thinks enough z yea and, it may be, mure too, Web 
are ſometimes troubled by thoſe that live about us, P/al, 57, 4 My l 
Soul is among Lioms, and I lie even among them that are [et on fire, whaſe G 
zreth are ſpears and arrows, and their tongues are ſharp ſwords : And we arefi(, 
troubled oftentimes by thoſe that live with us, Mzcab 7. 6, The Sun diſhs- - 
moureth bis Father, and the Daughter ber Mother ; the Daugbter-m law ri-Q,, 
feth up againſt ber Mather-in-law ; a man's Enemies are thoſe of his own hue, " 
How uſual a thing is it to ſee and hear of perſons. greatly aficted by F; 
their friends and acquaintance; Ceſar by Brutus, David by Achito-f. 
phel, Chriſt by 2 Judas, one of his own Diſcipls ; nay, by our near Re-fj,;, 
Jations, thoſe that came out of our bowels, riſe up againſt us, and workfl; 
our ruine > How many are there that haye Vipers and vexations in their Þ,. 
boſoms ? one a treacherous Delilah, another a flouting Michal; their very |, 
Beds are ftrawed with Thorns, ſo that they lie uneaſie, and in the morn- |, 
ing riſe vp with aking heads and hearts. Nay, to ceme nearer yet, howf|.. 
many in the World are their own tormentors, and carry, as if they made it 
their buſineſs and fport to trouble themſelves, by their follicitous and catk- $... 
ing cares, and by their melancholick apprehenſions and thoughts, upon fir), 
which they fit brooding, and haich an hundred Monſters to their own af- fl;., 
frightment, and by their unbelieving fears, whereby they affront the Vera- fl,., 
city of God, and queſtion ſuch a Covenant as 1s everlaſting, ordered in all &+,. 
things and ſure, and ſuch Promiſes as are firm like Mountains of Braſs, þ, 
Yea and Amen; and alſo by their vain janglings, and peeviſh quarrels Þ,,, 
which they raiſe without any ſenſe or reaſon ? In ſhore, ſome have a great ſh). 
deal of trouble in the fiſh, and others have a great deal more ia the ſpirit, |; 
and not a few in both, and fo are in a place where two Seas meet, ſo that 
all the waves and billows go over them. But when a Saint dieth, all s 
aver, the Winter s paſt, the Rain # over aud gone, and he is at reſt - 


not one thing left to trouble him: Everlaſting joy ſhall be upon his head, 
but ſorrow and fighing ſhall flee away ; there ſhall not then be one ſingle 
'tY tear left upon his cheek, no nor the leaſt thing that ſhould be the cauſe of 
all ;r As rhe wicked mans jollity doth at death end in an extremity of an- 
guiſh, ſo at death the godly mans troubles ſhall end in a fulneſs of oy. 

* Thirdly, There will alſo be a reſt from all wearinels and toilſom laboyr. 
1d F xizn hed work to do in his ſtate of Innocency, being then pur into the 
i Garden to dreſs it, and to keep it, Gen. 2. 15. But tedious labour 
came in upon the falf, was the fruit and puniſhment of fin ; it was not 
m* F ti!! :frer that he was to eat his bread in the ſweat of his brows ; but thar is 
th the burden bound upon us in our lapſed and degenerate condition, which 
"Ye cannot ſhake oft, We muſt all take a great deal of pains, not only ſhe 
ty :-at grindcth at the Mill, but he too that fitteth upon the Throne. Earth 
he Y;z not to be got by icleneſs; Solomon tells us, The ſluggard ſhalt be clothed 
with raggs; and ſurely then, Heaven is not to be got without pains: It 
wil; not drop into mens laps while they ſleep; it was wont to ſuffer vio- 
lence, and ſure its price is not ſo much fallen, as that now it ſhould come 
tor nothing. It 1s rrue, there are gracious influences and afliſtances from 
JF G29, but there 15 required iuduſtry and utmoſt Ciligence of man. It is 
TOE Goo rhat worketh both to will and to do of his own good pleaſure ; but 
no:withſtanding that ; nay, becauſe of that man is obliged and concerned 
VF ty work out his Salvation with tear and trembling. Many there are that 
* Erretend to Religion; and uſurp the name of Chriſtians, which belongs no 
by more to ther, than that of Man to a Monkey, and bleſs themſelves in a 
to Yin contidence of coming to Heaven with leſs a-do, but as great ſafety as 
Xc- Fths beſt and molt preciſe, and fo ſpend their days in mirth and jollityg in 
ork (1-:h and ſenſuality, but they ſball find themſelves miſtaken, and to have 
er Brun away with a Lye in their right hand. Thoſe thar are truly gracious, 
TY can and will from their own daily experience, tell you,that it is no eafie mat- 
N" Fter to be a Chriſt:an,and to walk with God in an holy cloſe Coramunion, 
OW Rand to livein the Wortd according to the Law of the New Creature, It 
e IT BCoth coſt ſuch an one a great Ccal more than I can tell you to raiſe his 
the B}-2rr, and get it up to a ſpiritual holy frame fit to attend upon God in an 
on Br Jinance, or to approach him in a duty, and it ſtands him in full out a3 
af-$:cþ to preſerve it in ſuch a frame when it is once in it, and to prevent its 
Ta- $-ving down again after it hath been wound up, Heart-railing, ard heart- 
aillxing, are two works of no mean Githculty, too hard indeed for a Child 
als, God, when at bis beſt, if taken alone. Me labour, ſaith the Apoltle, 
els /.1t whether preſent or abſent, we may be accepted of hia, 2 Cor. 5. 9. Aa 
eat rl; -y were ambitious of it, {© they were induſtrious. Bur, Rev. 14. 13. 
rity 4 voice from Heaven ſaid, Bie{ſed are the dead that die in the Lord; yea, (auth 
hat +, Sparat, that they may reſt /rom their labours, and their works do follow 
bem : "There is no idlenefs in Heaven, bur conſtant ation, but ſuch ation 
i reſt ; no labouring to ſweat or wearineſs, but reaping the fruir of 
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of his _ and admiring of his mercy, contemplating his glory, and 
ving in his py. 
Laſtly, - which is yet more, There will be a reſt from all defire, 
15a very good obſervation which that excellent Divine Mr. Foſeph S; 
monds, who is now with God, made upon that expreſſion of holy AſapiF 
Pſal. 73. 25. Whem have I in Heaven but thee? and there % none up 
Earth that 1 defire befide thee. Heaven is the place ot having, but Earth 
the place of defiring, And indeed ſo it 8; while the poor Saint 
upon Earth, his wants are ſo many, and bis neceffities fo great, that he i 
abundantly more in his deſires than he is in his atrainments, 1 have mot i 
ready attained, ſaith Paul, neither am 1 already perfeft ; O that I migh 
know him ! O that I might apprehend that for which 1 am apprehended 
of Chriſt ! O that by any means I might attain to the reſurrection of rh 
dead! I forget that which is behind, and reach forth to that which is be 
fore, and preſs on roward the mark ; and there us the ſame ſpirit of faith 
and love, and defire, and longing in all thoſe that have paſt through the 
new birth, Atrainments in many of them are little and low, but in all o 
thee defares are high. And though theſe defires are exceeding good, ye 
they are very painful, as arp hunger is to an almoſt ſtarved creatur 
How uneaſie is a longing Woman ! it makes her fick atthe very heart, no 
ſeldom cauſcth a faintneſs and ſwoonings, and puts her into a great difcory * 
poſure throughout, So do the defires of a longing Saint 3 too too often heſ® 
over-looks, and pays nut unto God due acknowledgments for, nor doth he 
himſelf raſt the ſweetge(s, and take the comfort of what he hath, bec: 
he cannot as yet get what he wants, Oh how much doth ſuch an one halter 
after a deliverence from fin! How eagerly doth he thirſt for increaſes 
grace! How doth he aſpire to an haly fixation of mind, free from rhoſl 
avocations and diverſions which aMiCt him ! And as the hunted, parche 
Hart panteth after the Watcr-brooks, ſo doth his Soul pant after the Livin 
God, and an intimate unbroken Communion with him ; and it is even {ic} 
With love and longings, becauſe it finds not what it thus ſeeks, It doth hard 
ly enjoy it ſelf, becauſe it hath not thoſe enjoyments that it would, Bu 
when once Death hath done its work upon him, there is a reſt from the(® 
things too; not becauſe the Souls love 1s in the leaſt cool'd and abated, fo” 
then it is perfeCted, and raiſed up to the pureſt, hotteſt and higheſt flame, 1 
which it ſhall everlaſtingly continue ; but becauſe ir hath plenary fruitio 
of that which it loves, of all which it loves. While the gracious Sou! | 
here in the body, it hath its ſallyings our, its earneſt reaches, and Jott 
fights : Oh that it were ſoand fo! Thus poor Fob, as you have it in fob 298* 
wv. 2, Oc. O that I were as in months paſt, as m the days when Gow preſer vu. 
me ; when by Candle ſhined upen my head, and when by bu light I walke 
thorough darkneſs, when the ſecret of God was upon my Tabernacle, when 1:4 
Almighty was yet with me ! So, O that it were with me as ſometimes I hav! 
found it! O that it were with rae as it is with fuch an one, and ſuch aF 
One 


2d more, and love him more, and [ive him more ! But when the Sou 
comes to Heaven, it takes the place appointed and prepared for it,and there 
Sic ſits down at eaſe, becauſe it is where it wou!d be, and as it would be. 
here is no defare, becauſe a compleat ſatisfaction, Pſal. 17. lt. As for me, 
LI ill behold thy face m righteouſneſs, I ſhall be ſatufied when I awake with 
by likeneſs : There debires are turned into, and ſwallowed up of delights 

here is indeed in glorified Souls a natural defire of the refurreRion of their 
-Ybodies, and & reuntbn to them, but that deſire is no 1mpairing of their hap- 
:Ypineſs, nor 1n the leaſt afflictive, becauſe moderate and rightly tempered,and 
weetened with a full aſſurance that it ſhall be done at the time appointed 
by the Father : And in the mean while they are abundantly pleas'd, having 
a fulneſs of joy in the viſion and fruicion of God, Father, Son and Spirit, 
who is to them infinitely better than the body can be. Come we now to the 
next thing propounded ; wiz. the properties of that reſt into which the holy 
Soul doth enter after death, or what kind of reſt it is ; and that I ſhall en- 
cavour to ſhew you in theſe three particulars, 

Firſt, It 18 a compleat reſt, every way perfect, there is not any thing want- 
ing thereunto. There is iadeed a ſweet and bleſled reſt which thoſe have 
here in this life, who come to Chriſt, and make a believing cloſure upon the 
Afterms propounded in the Goſpel; though they have not the reſt of the 

World, yet they have a reſt in the World, and that in the midſt of concul- 

1008 nw. confulions, when they are tumbled and ref”'d up and Gown, they 
\ Shave a reſt out of their Enemies reach ; This our dear Lord and Saviour hath 
Spromiſed, and he cannot bur be as good ashis word, Mat. 11,28. Come unto 
me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you reſt ; not only 
arizht to it, but the peſleflion of it; that which they could not meet with 
before, neither in themſelves, nor in the creature, they meet with in him ; 
$:5 the Dowe that could find no place for the (ole of its foot when it was 
Fabroad, as the Raven could, that would light and feed upon Carrion, the 
dead carcaſſes oating upon the ſurface of the waters, yet ir found reſt in 
the Ark upon its return t2 it. Thoſethat before were through the (tinging3 
BuYJof Conſcience, and the apprehenſions of Divine wrath, and impending Judg- 
ments as perſons upon a Rack, are through the ſprinklings of the blood of 
the Covenant upon them, and the ſealings and witnefſings of the Spirit with- 
11 them as in a Bed of Down or Roſes : Thoſe wounds that formerly ſmarr- - 

4, are graciouſly hcaled, and their Agonics are over, unleſs they cauſe new 
ones by their fooliſhneſs ; but for all this, here al/iquid deeſt, fornething 1s 
wanting, as well as ſomething amiſs, Paylin 1 Theſ. 3. 10, ſpeaks of ſome- 
thing that was Jacking in their Faith, and truly the ſame may be affirmed of 

he beſt improved, and moſt grown Saints on-this (ide of Heaven, that there 

s ſomething lacking in their Faith, yea and in their Love, and in their Hu- 

nity, and Meeknefs, and Patience, and in all the graces that have been by 
We blefled Spirit of God wrought in them. And we may be ſure of this, that 
4 long as there is ſomething lacking in the grace, there will be — 
1A6KINg 
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.4n his preſence there is fulntſs of joy, and a fuineſs of joy doth neceſlar;! 


of be arrived ata pertect ſtate, Bur after death all theſe wants will be 
ſupplicd, and a!l theſe defects made up, therewill be no vacancy in the Soul, 
nothing lacking, then that which is perte&t will be come, and ſo that which 
1s 11nperte Ct ſhall be Gone away, and hereupon that reſt which the Soul 
{ha!l have when i: comes to Heaven, will be greater and fuller than that 
which it kad when it R:{t came to Chriſt, or all the while that it hved a f6- 
journer in the World, there -will be perfeCtholineſs, and by conſequence 
there will be a perteA happineſs. God will not in any thing be behind hand 
with his people, or wantivg to them, there they are continually before the 
Throne of God,always in his preſence, and David tells us, P/a/,16. 1 1. That 


imply and carry along with it, atuineſs of reſt and that which followeth 


hercupon, A 


Secondly, Ir is an undiſturbed reſt, Here our peace is oftentimes broken, 
and cur reſt is gone, It is ſaid of Abaſuerus, that he could not fleep, his 
f-ep =d away from him, be did all that in him lay to compoſe himſelf, he 
would gladly have ſl-pr, but hecould not, Soir is Spiritual'y with the 
Saints themſelves, their reſt fleeth from thern. Sometimes they break 
their own reſt, Pjal. 25. Teerr 11m0 veſt mmy bones becauſe of my ſin, and 
as there was none 1n his bones, fo none 1n his tieſh, and none in his Spirit; 
and {ymetimes God breaks their reſt, one while he gives them reſt round a- 
bout, at 2nother time he makes them fear round abou!, Feb 7. 12, 14. 
When 1 ſay my Bed ſha, comfort me, my Ceuch ſhall eaſe my complaint, then 
thou ſcareſt me wit} Dreams and terrifcſt me with Viſions. Oh the diſmal 
thoughts that {ume g2049 people have in the night, they lie down with holy 
and gracious thougliits, with believing thoughts, with God-admiringht 
thoughts bfit in their fleep they have Vain, Abſurd, Defiling and Dit 
quiztrg thoughts; ſothat they wake 1nan afiright, and as the Pſalmiſ}, 
tells us, ſometimes ſorrow endures for a night, an joy comes m the moruing. 
$9 experience teils us that at other times joy encures for a day, and ſorrow 
comes in the Evening. The bright and comfortable ſun ſets in a dark Cioud, 
David reckoned without hi: hoſt when in P/al, 30. he thought his Mour- 
tain ſtood ſtrove, his State of Peace and Profperity was firm and unaltera- 
ble, ſo that he theuld never oe moved, tht he ſhould never more feel what 
broken bones meant, nor be any more hunted by his enemy asa Partridge 
upon the Mountains, nor be again ſmitten and a!moſt conſumed by rhe 
blow of the Divine hand, nor have his moiſture turned into the Crought 
of Summer. But 32 was q uckly convinced of his miſtake, God hid bis face 
and he was ircubied, S9troubledas that he was at his wits end, almoſt be. 
ſide himſelf, both Counſcl and Courage failed him, Bur now when once 
the Soul comes to Heaven, there ſhall bc nothing of a diſturbance, no ſuch 
inroadsmade upon its peace, bur a perpetual Serenity and Calm, a clear 
Sun-ſhine without any Ecl.pſc or Clouds, or Overcaſtings, No hiding of 
the face of God, 'nvudamp upon the Soul, No frown without, no fear 
within 


p 
? 


n holy reception, no anger 1a God to obſtruct and ſtop his gracious com- 

unication, God will be continually giving out of himſelt and the Soul 
hall be continually taking in. The glorified Soul ſhall be always full up to 
he brim, and as God ſhall pleaſe according to the exceeding riches of his 
crace and kindnels to dart torth new beams and rays of his glory, ſo he 
vil! ſtrengrhen the eye that it ſhall behold them with inconceivable delight 
and pleaſure, as he ſhail pleaſe to open his hand of Love, ſo he will widen 
he Veſſel, and inlarge its capacity. 

Thirdly, It will be an everlalting reſt, as it knows no diſturbance, fo 
o end. The Soul for certain ſhall not ſleep, as fome have fondly and foo« 
iſhly imagined, the body indeed doth, that enjoys a (weert N-ep in irs bed. 
pf dult, where it lics in Jeſus, for death hath not broken the Union between 
tand Chriſt, 1 The. 4- 14- Them which, feep in Zelus ſhall Ged bring with 
Lim, But the Soul {leeps nor, it is not ſuitable to the nature of it, it meers 
yich cnough to keep it awake, Yea, it wil! be {© far from ſlceping, as that 
t ſhall no: fo much as wink, tor it ſhall not know any ſuch thing as laſſinde 
r wearineſs. It ſhall be continually ating, and that with Strength and 
/igour, to the utmoſt of its power, and yetnot be ryred by thoſe aftingy. 
The bow ſhall be always bent, yer not kereupon grow a Slug, but abide in 


ind . . 
cir. 1rengrh, Bur though the Soul ſhall never ſleep, yet it ſhall always reſt, 
Ns when it is once entered into it, it ſhall abide and never come out more; there 


re, as you haye heard from theWord, pleaſures for evermore, and therefore 
here (hall be reſt for evermore, O Eternity, Eteroity, its length is not to 
be meaſured, but its weight and importance to be ſerioufly conlider'd, that 
5 the ſweet ingredient in the joys above, and that the Gal! which is pur in. 
o the Cup of trembling and aſtoniſhment below ; the damned in He!! ſhall 
de in gas vt their worm dieth not, and the glorified Souls ſhall 
ave an everlaſting felicity, Let us apply to this thoſe ſweet expreſſions 
hich we find in Rev. 7, 15, 16, 17. They are before the Throne of God, as 
l:avens Courtiers and Favourites whom the King of Kings loves to look 
\; (pon. They ſerve bim aay and _ in bis Temple. They ſhall be altogether 
"*FWaken up with God, their whole buſineſs and employment ſhall be abovr 
od, And he that fits upon the throne ſhall qwell among them, And there 

znngt be better Company, none ſo good. His preſence is enough alone, 
ie We) (PH bunger no more, neither thirſt any more. It is impoſſible they ſhould 
5" Þ: hungry whoare atſucha feaſt, or thirſt, who have not only their Cups 
anning over, but are conticually refreſhing and bathing themſelves in a Ri- 

> Wer of pleafure and of life, clear as Chrittal, which proceeds out of the 
ncrane of God and of the Lamb, zeither ſhall the Sun- light on them nor any 

ea;, there (hall be bearns to refreſh them, but noneto ſcorch them, No» 
hing that ſhall render them faint or uneaſy. For the Lamb which is in the 
1d} of the Throne ſhall feed chem. He loves to do it, and he will be ſure to 

Rive them the beſt, and with a large liberal hand, and ſhall lead thers to 
vant ains of Irving water, all freſh and pure, and at the firlt hand, and yr 

'a 
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| ved all LorrcW irom their nearts, 11 there De NOT 2 tear, tt not a fig 
no, nor 2 {ad thought, and further you may be alſo ſure, that ſince God de 
with his own gracious hand, wipe away all their tears, none of them 
return, nor ſhail any new ones ſucceed and come in the room of the forme 
2 tear ſhail not be found in the eye,nor upon the cheek,throughout all erg 
nity, Thus have 1 done what I promiled as to the firſt DoCtrine, the uſ 
whercot I ſhall deter until I have ſpoken to the ſecond DoEtrine, and then 
{ball make ſome ſhort application of thern both together, Now that DcCtri 
as was ſaid before,will ariſe trom the reaſon of Davids calling upon his Soul 
return unto its reſt,or it you pleaſe, from the argument and motive he uſeth 
the perſwading it [0 to do, taken from Gods former providences and grad 
ous diſpenſation} -tyuwards him, For the Lord bath dealt bountifully 
thee, Which is ſuch an argument as Coth become every Saint, every one 
| his Children ; for upon them all he hath ſhewn and magnified his mer 
| The Doctrine ſball be this, 
- Doft. 2. Gods dealmg bountifully with a Soul ſhould be a powerful 
| cogent argument with ut, for uts return to him, It doth carry a great de 
| ot weight and reaſon in it, and it ſhould come with a proportionable ſtreny 
| upon the Soul. It ſhould be effeEtual. It ſhould endear him to us, and hip 
ly commend him, and accordingly draw us to him, and inflame our d 
| and longings after an immediate communion more and more. If men 
but give thernlclves leave to conſider and weigh all things in a juſt balland 
they will hnd and be conſtrained ro acknowhedge that there is no ſolid r 
ſufncient reaſon, nay not ſo much as the ſhadow of a reaſon in all 
carriages to his people, why any one fhould go away from bim. Therefc 
when upon the ſubducting of many of his common hearers, our Sevi 
propounded to his Dyſcipies this Queſtion, Wl ye alſo go away? Peter 
the narne of the reft made this reply, Lord, to whom ſhall wego? Wear 
well as we are, find ſuch Love. anu Sweetneſs, and good entertainment wh 
thee, that we do not know mail the world where we can mend our ſel; 
where we ſhall be better, nay where we may be fowell ; tor with rhee al 
are the words of eternal life. And as there is noreaſon why any ſhould go 
| way from him, 10 in Cale any have been fo fooliſh, and imprudent, and er 
mies to therſelves, as ro go away, there is no reaſon at all why rhey ſhi 
ſt a5 away. Indeed it ſuch deſerters do return, it muſt be with ſhame a 
bleſhing: Ard that they may thank rheir former folly for, they had 
thouſand times better come to ſhame than not come to God, But as was ai 
\ there is no reaſon for their ſtaying away altogether, Fer. 2.31. O Gen 
tion, ſee the word of the Lord, have I been a wilderneſi unto \(racl, or a La 
of darkne/1? wherefore ſay my people /Ve are Lords, we will come no more u 
zbee f How now 1/r aely what is the meaning of this language? why have j 
taken up ſuch an hafty reſolution> What is it that doth difpleaſe yo: 
Wherein bave I offended you? charge me if you can ; what have 1 bt 
or wiat have 1 done, what cauſe I have given you ? What, will you cc 
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ter ? [n this caſe ſinners muſt be ſpeechleſs, or they will not be able to ſay 
any thing to purpoſe : Whereas on the other fide, there is a great deal 
of reaſon why thoſe that have gone from him ſhould return to him. Afſſoon 
as ever the Prodigal came to himſelt he thought it his beſt and wiſelt courſe 
rogo to his Father, AnG there is alſo higheſt reaſon why thoſe that live here 
in his love and fear, ſhould defire to go trom hence that they may live with 
him in his Ringdem and Glory. In the remainder of this diſcourſe I ſhall 
ſpeak only concerning the Souls return to God at death, and its willing and 
chearful readineſs ſoto do. Chriſtians, let me ſuppoſe you ſtanding upon the 
Worlds higher ground, having the Sun of proſperity ſhining upon your 
Tabernacle, with waters of a full Cup wrung out unto you. Let your con- 
ditions here be never fo full and pleaſant, your life never ſo ſweet, not made 
one © up of nights of trouble and months of vanity, but all good and halcyon; ler 
ner your enzoyments be never fo abounding, and your Communion with God 
never ſo cloſe and intimate ; though your peace be as a River, and your 
wl off righteouſneſs in the delightful fruits thereof as the Waves of the Sea, yet 
© delff this ſhould not glue and faſten you tothe World ; in the midſt of all this 
ergll your heart ſhould be weaned, and willing to be gone, as knowing this is 
| hig not your reſt. Peter is looked upon as forgetting himſelf when tpon the 
transfiguration of Chriſt, he ſaid, Lord it 1s good to be bere, if thou wilt let 
uy —_ here three Tabernacles, &c, Where ſaith one, there are plurs ab- 
ſurda quam werba, more abſurdities than there are words. Pau! that had _ 
been in the third Heaven was not for building but for the puiling down 
and diflolving of the Tabernacle.Nay the comfortable enjoymentswhich you 
bave now, and Gods dealing bountifully with you ar preſent both in tempo- 
rals andSpirituals, ſhould make you willing and deſirous to be gone,that you 
may know what the beſt will bs, whenſoever (God is pleaſed to call for you, 
are] and by that grim Mefſenger Death, faith, c-;,44 up hither, you ſhould with 
t will gladnels, and rejoycing ſay, Go my Soul, make no tarrying, fh:w no loth- 
ſel nels, but witha ſmile and holy tranſport take thy laſt farewel of all theſe 
\& Exrthly Friends andEnjoyments, of all theſe ſublunary droflie delights, and 
welcom the Mefſenger tut is ſent for theez though he ſhould handle thy 
d eff] body roughly, yet let patience have its perfeft work, and take it kindly , be- 
ſoc <auſe thou ſhalt return to thy reſt,and quickly be with that God from whom 
e 2 thou didft firit come,whoſe face thou ſhalt behold in righteouſneſs. Now that 
ad if gracious and bountiful dealing which you have fs at his hand all the 
is {aff} £17< that 'you have ſpent in the world, notwithſtanding your ill defervings 
ard unanſwerable waikings may very well contribute greatly to this wil- 
 { of \ingneſs, and be a mighty cncouragement;as they do ſtrong!y oblige you to 
duty here, 1o they ſhould do more than reconcile you to & departire hence, 
Thar, I hope, wail appear <vidently to you upon a threcfol4 account. 
Firſt, This buuncutul dealing of God with you is a plain and evident de- 
monſtration of that tulneſfs, which is in him; by the liberality of his hand, 
you may judge lomethiog of the grant of his ſtock ; Who iz a God like 


unto 


* UW av ales — —o—_——__— _ 


"what a blefſed exchange do you make when you come todie! You leave 4 
company of hrokea Ciſterns, that ace little, and leaking, can hold no water, 
but frequently fail your expeftations, and leave you at that lofi, they find 
you in, and then you go to a living Fountain, that is ever full and over. 
flowing : You go out of an earthly Clay Cottage, which is crazy and tor. 
tering, and the keeping of it in repair puts you toa great deal of trouble and 
charge, and when you have done your utmoſt, it mult cumble, and'then you 
take poſſeſſion of an houſe not made with hands, eternal in the Heaveng, 
whoſe builder and maker is God, and which was by him made for the place 
of his everlaſting reſidence, the habitation of his holineſs and glory ; fo that 
by all you part with here, you will be no loſers, but change unſpeakably to 
your advantage. Are there any of you that have got good hope through 
grace, that have had your Faith of Adherence crowned with that of Aflu- 

| rance ? one would rationally conclude you as wiiling to go to Heaven a 
| I/rael was to ſee Egypt upon their backs, which had been«o them an houſe 
| of bondage and great ſervitude, or to make haſte through an howling and 
inhoſpitable Wilderneſs, that tkey might come fo a Canaan, a Land of 
| | defire, Rowing with Milk and Honey, I belcech you, Chriſtians, ſeriouſly 
to reflect upon things that are paſt, and conlaJer what doth now come from} | 
Ged, what you have received fince you did accept and embrace an of | 
fered Jeſus, and what you are flill receiving. How many common mer. 


cies, ther: the lcaſt of which you are leſs ; and how many ſpecial mercies 
upon which you may read Leve : you are not able to number them, being! 
more than the hairs upon your heads, How many meſſages of peace have 
been brought to you by his Miniſters and Spirit ? How many comfortable 
Anſwers hath he given ? ſo that you have been conſtrained to ſay, He hath 
not turned away your prayer; nor His mercy from you ! How many rich 
( 
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tokens hath he bleſt you with, every one of greater value than an Orient 
'f Peari, or gliſtering Diemond ? How many marks of Covenant-favour hath 
{ he ſer upon you ! In ſhort, how often and how greatly hath he made your; 
ff Souls torcjoyce, and your Hearts to leap within you ! and then how well] 
1/F may you argue thus with your ſelves, If there be ſo much coming from 
God, what 1s there in God? If there be ſuch conveyances made by the 

Fipes of Ordinznces and Duties, what is there in him, in whom are all my! 
Springs ? If meſiages be fo delicious, what are the cloſeſt embraces ? lf thereY; 
be ſuch beams at a diſtance, ſuch comfortable beams and vital influences Bf 
communicated 1n.this ſtate of abſence, what light and life, what beauty and Fr 
glory 1s there in the Eternal Sun ! | 
Secondly, From this bountiful dealing of God with you, you may argue © 

to his libetality, and che ſingular pleaſure which he takes in giving torth off 
that his fulneſs 10 his People, which is infinitely beyond the delight of the: 
' moſt aficionate Mother in drawing her full and pzined Breaft to her ſuck- 
| ing and ſouling Infant. Death, it 1s true, will carry you from all your 
; eroyments in this World, it will ftxip you to your skine, and not ſomuc 
as 


you donow taſte the greateſt (weerneſs,and from which you ferch your grea- 
ro# comfort: You muſt ſhake hands with faithful Friends, deareſt Rela- 
tions, and Poſſefions; Your places and preterments, your worldly honours 
cr- | 20d preheminences will know you no more. If a m@n die, ſaith Fob, ſhall he 
ot. i lr: again ? Yes, be ſhall, but noc in the fame place, not in the ſame ſtate, 
nd not co the ſame ends and purpoſes that he did before, But what of all that ? 
ou Þ if you be fuch as you ought to be, and mind that for which you were ſent 
ne, hither, you ſhall at death go directly to him who 1s able to do for you tar 
ace more abundantly than all theſe things could do, and to ſupply all your 
hat needs according to his riches in glory ; and fince he is able, you may by the 
y toÞ (ficient warrant both of his Promiſe, and your own Experiences, ſay, I am 
12h E (ure alſo that ker will do it. That God who- hath been fo good, fo exceeding 
flu-Y good co you here, you have no reaſon to queſtion bur he will be as good to 
| &Þf you there. You have ſeen! how mindful he 1s of his Covenant,and faithful to 
uſe @ his Promiſes,6r how much his heart is ſet upon your good, & his name is, I 
and am;chough the Heavens wax old like a garment,and ſhall be chang'd as a Ve- 
of ſture,yet he is always the ſame, without any variablenefs or ſhadow of turn» 
alyÞ ing,45 great as ever, as full asever, yea and as good as ever. It is not ftrayge 
omſf ther good old Facob, and all his family were forward to go into Egypr,when 
off 7:/:pb, who had already been ſo kind to them, ſent this encouraging invitation, 
ner-W Come to me, for I will prove you the good of the Land of Egypt, and you ſhall 
cies eat the fat of the Land, regard not your ftuff, for the good of all the Land of 
ng Egypt is before you, Oh! faith the Text, 2vhen they had told bim ail the 
ave 74s of Joleph, ard when he ſaw the Waggons which Joſeph had ſent to 
able carry him, ha [pirit reorved, and he ſaid, It i enowgh, Joſeph &« yet alive, 
wth I will go and ſee kim, Gen. 45.27, 28, How much more may you be of 
rich the ame mind ? how rauch more readily may you ſet up your Sail for the 
ent ocher World, when God ſaith, Come, my Son, my Daughter, come away, 
th come to me, regard not your ſtuff, all the good of Heaven is before you ? 
our And when you fee the Mefſenger that muſt carry you hence, you may rake 
well b-3rr, this may be, as they are wont to fay, a lightning v*fore death; my 
rom G2 is ſtill alive, and my Saviour ſtil] alive, and he lives for evermore, I 
thewi.| go and ſee him, and live with him ; I cun tell what he is, I am ſure he 
my hich been a loving God to me, and that he delighterh in mercy. I have 


nces Bfcar tim now: Since mercy and gcodneſs have followed me all the days of 
and ry life, I will dwell in the houſe of the Lord for ever : What though I am 

10g to another world, yet I ſhall be with the fame God ; and bleficd are 
gue icy that dwell in his houſe, for they are ſtill praiſing. Heaven, whither 1 

h offkm to go, is filled with glory and admiration, and rings with Allelujabs, 
ind then, which follows hereupon, 

Thirely, Theſe bountiful dealings of God with his people are a very 
rm and ſolid foundation upon which they may without fear build thei: 
»mfortable hopes and expeCations = Eternity, Mercies to ſuch are like 

2 the 
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pay the debts ſhe owed, and upon the reft ſhe was to live. Soin mercies 
which you receive from God, there is the mercy it ſelf to- anſwer the pre- 
ſent occaſion, to diſcharge the preſent expence, and rhen there is the-experi- 
ence to live upon for the future, Thus the Saints have argued from Gods 
former dealings with them to his further dealings with them, So David did, 
1 Sam. 17. 37. The Lord that delivired me from the paw of the Lion, and 
out of the Paw of the Bear, he will d: irver me out of the hand of this Philftine, 
And fuch were the noble and heroick actings of Pau!: faith, he having re. 
ceived the ſame Spirit of Faith, and being at that time under the like influ- 
ence, 2 Cry. 1, 9, 10. We had the Sentence of death in our ſelves, that we 
ſ:uld not truſt m our ſelves, but m God which raiſeth the dead, who deliver. 
ed us from [0 great a death, and doth deliver , in whom we truſt, that be wil 
yet deliver. And the like we meet with in Plal, 23.5, 6, Theu prepareſt a 
Table before me m the preſence of mine enemies, thou anointeſt mine bead with 
Oy/, my Cup rurneth over. But poſſibly, David, this will not laſt, God hath 
done all for thee that he intends, he will now ſtay his hand, nay bur faith 
he, I am certain that he will not. Surely mercy and goodneſs ſhall follow me 
all the days of my life, Thus they haveargued unto further mercies in time, 
and you may take a further reach and argue from your preſent experiences 
to mercies for Eternity, Pſal. 84. 11, The Lord God 4s a Sun and a Shield, 
That our ſenſe ſpeaks him to be. We are now refreſhed with his beams,andf 
ſecured by his ſhadow, but what will he be, and what will he do ? Let 
Faith anſwer, be will grve grace and glory. Grace enough for time, and glo- 
ry enough for ever, Grace to enable us for our duties, glory to ſatisfy our 
defires. Grace to fit us for glory, and glory to Compleat and Crown our 
Grace. Theſe are the proper arguings of faith, and exceeding ſtrong in the 
hand of a true Believer, the premiſes - are Gods own, and the concluſion 
drawn from them is undeniable, He 1s a loving Father to me in this World, 
and he will be fo in the next too, He that now is a fountain opened, ſend-Y/ 


ing forth ſuch precious and plentiful Streams, will not then prove a Spring 
ſhut up and a Fountain ſealed, He that affords me ſuch large Cluſters whil 
Ism in the wilderneſs, will not ſtarve nor ſtint me when I come to Heaven 
He that feeds me with ame here will never grudge me the Honey anc 
Milk of the Land of promiſe, _ | ſhall not there enjoy leaſt where 


according to the promiſe 1 look for moſt, my God will then do far more a 
bundantly thanI am now able to ask or think, Theſe preſent bountifu 
diſpenſations of God to his people are great grounds of high expeQarions, ilſÞ 


we conlider, : | 
Firſt, While the People of God are here they are in their Non-age ardþ 
Minority. There is an apparent and ſenſible difterence between them. 1: 
their grow:b, ſome are as Cedars, others but Shrubs ; and in their freng! 
fome are as mighty men to run a race, others can hardly draw their Legg: 
after them.A great deal of difference there is in their knowledge and in they! 
Grace, but both one and other are under age; but when God doth come bFF 


Children home to Heaven, they are arrived at their ripeneſs of years, Now 
f they receive ſo much from God as they do, and are maintained ar ſuch a 

te while they are Children, what is it that God deſigns thera for, whar is 
it that he will beſtow upon them at laſt ? When you ſee young ones broughe 
up in Splendor and Bravery, you immediately conclude them to be ſome 
oreat Perſons Children, and that they ſhall have a great Eſtate, and that 
ſomething 1s intended for them ſuitable to their garb and education, Take 
7 re- your meaſures from the pains that God takes with his people now, and the 
iflu- Ficoſt he is at upon chem, and, then judge what he hath in his heart and pur- 
' wt poſe concerning them, when that which i perfeft ſhall come, that which « 
ver. (<mperfet? ſhall be done away, 1 Cor. 13,10, When the eye is fully 
wil Ftrengthened there ſhall be no more uſe of a Glaſs to ſee in, which gives bur 
oft a dark fight. When the heir comes to underſtand how to mannage his Ea 
with Wate, he ſhall be put into poſſeſſion of the whole. So when once the Saints 
hath come to be perfected in themſelves, all imperte&ions ſhall be removed from 
ſaith {heir enjoyments, When once they come to be fit for great things they 
| meffhail be ſure to have them ; the inheritance of the Saints in light ſha!l be gi 
ime, ven them when meet ro be madepartakers of it. The marriage of the Lamb 
nces will come when the Bride hath made her ſelf ready ;- and the far more cx- 
jeld,ceeding and eternal weight of glory will be laid on when the ſhoulder is in 
,and fa Capacity of bearing it, 

Leaf Secondly, In this life the Children of God are fitting for the enjoyment 
glo-ſjof that which God intend: them, "This life is not a ſeaſon tor a full poſlefſion, 
but for the bringing them into a due preparation. And accordingly here 
they have only their allowa1ices becauſe as yet they are not ht for more. You 
read in Effb. 2.9, That wb'n Either was brought to the Cuſtody of Hegai 
the Keeper of the VVomen, ſhe had the things groen her for purification, with 
| that belonged to her, and ſeven Maidens that were meet to be given her, 
|| chat was ſuitable to that State, and no more, It was not before her be- 
o&1g throughly prepared, purihed, and porn to King Abaſuerns and by 

ig accepted and choſen to be his Wyfe, that ſhe had the Crown ſec upon 
er head, and the Robes and Enligns of Majeſty given her, which were 
uitable to her advancement and Royal State, Come, Chriſtians, you have 
S$10w no cauſe of murmuring and diſcontent, but of grateful acknowledges 
nents and admirings, God 1s exceeding gracious, you receive very much, 
nd are daily laden with his benefits; there are bleſſed allowances which 
iſflke is pleaſed to make unto you, ſuch as are ſuitable ro your preſent condit;- 
pn,day unto day ſheweth hislove,and night unto night his faithfulneſs, what 
- ar the report, what the account that you are obliged to give of him ? Muſt 
1. Ioffiyou not fay that you have enough to ſupport you under all your burdens, 
nen they are moſt heavy, enough to maintain you at your work, and to 
carry you thorough it when maſt dificulr, and alſo enough to ſweeten your 

Fitcereſt aflictions to you, and ſuch beams of light breaking in upon you, 
ze bÞ-4t you can walk thorough darkaeſs, and comfortably proceed in your 
. | way 
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by Gcd, which will prepare you for the Crowwof Eife and Righrevuſhe 
which God the Righteous Judge hall give unto you at that day, and make 
you meet for the Throne of Glory, unto which you ſhall be advariced, & 
that you may become ir, and fit you tor the preſence of God, rhat-you 


may be brought into it with exceeding joy, that yuu may be ableto berſ 


his.preſence without terrour and trembling, and te to bear you in his pre 
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ſence, without hatred and loathing, In a word, you have that now afforded 


you by God, which may ſuit you, both to the place, and company, and 
ployment, ſo that when you come there, thege may be an atnicabie agres 
ment, and perfect harmony, without any thing of jarring and diſcord, th 
you may not be weary of Heaven, hor Heaven of you. . And do you fe- 
rioully conſider how much this ſtands God in ? what abundance of coſt he 
is at tor your preparation, and what a great deal of pains he takes with you 
n order thereunto ; which clearly ſhews it to be no tall or inconliderable 
thing which he hath in his everlaſting love and kindneſs defogned you 
for ? The bcauty of the Wedding Garment, which every one of the Guef 
muſt have cr. in order to his acceptance, deth loudly prochaim the great- 
neſs of the Solemnity, and the ſplendor of the Enterraunmemt 3 and when 
cnce tull preparation is mage 1n the Soul, full poſſefiion ſhall be given to it 
When once the Veilcl is thorougtily cleavſed, ir ſhall be filled wp to th 


brim. When once the Divine Spirit hath mace you meet, you (hall receive” 


the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, Marth. 25. 10; The Bridegroom 
came, and they that were ready went im with bum to the Marriage, and tht 
door W428 ſhut. 

Thirdly, Contider what that life 1s which God will have his*People to 
live while they are here in the world ; wiz. theliteof Faith ; fo the Lord 
bimſe!t hath told us, Hab. 2. 4, Beboid bis Soul which u lified up u not up 
right un bim, bus the juſt ſball live by bus fas:h. And this muſt be at all times 


and in all conditions; not only when it 1s with us a8 it was then, when Calif" 
deans, mighty and cruel Enemies are in the Land, but when they are not 


when we have Enemics under our feet, and fulneſs in our hands, 2 Cor.5,”, 
We, faith the Apoſtic, walk by faith, and net by fight ; Fanth leads, fanh cx: 
pets, tah ſupports, faith comforts, 'T'hus it is with all the Saints ; there» 
Fore he ſpeaks in the plural number, we, mezning both hiraſeif and all the 
followers of the Lamb; and of himſclf he particularly tells us, Gal. 2, 20, 
I am crucified with Chriſt, vevertbele(s 1 live, yet not I, but Chriſt lvouth n 


me; and ihe life which 1 now lwvein the fieſn, I le by the faith of the Sn 


of God, who loved me, and gave bimfc!f for me, Chrilt wed in him g all k4 


life came from Chriit; he was the Author and Principle of it ; he both brea- 


thed and maintains it; he it is that quickens me, acts me, moves me hos 
and whither he pleaſeth; and whatever that lite be which I ſhall live here 
after, that life which | now live, in this world, in this mortal body and ſtate, 
I live it by the faith of Chriſt, in whom 1 have both righteouſneſs, and lite 


and ſtrength; for hg is, and he is to me all in «//, And ſoit is with all thelff 


livirg 


M-nſc, more by hope than by having ; and yet his preſent and j life 
KF. an exceeding excellent and noble life : It is as much above the life of the 
moſt rational men in the. world, who is a ſtranger to the grace of faith, as 
the life of ſfucha man is above the life of a brute ; ir brings in to him far 
more ſweetneſs and pleaſure : Hence it is that in the Scripture you read of 
neace in believing, and of the joys of faith, with which thoſe which the ſen- 
liſt doth enjoy, are not worthy to be compared, for his peace is but the 
wrocudt of « deluſion, his joy as the crackling of thorns under a pot ; but 
his 's peace which paſſeth all underſtanding, Phil. 4. 7, and this joy ſuch as 
; unſpeakeble and fil of glory, 1 Pet. 1,8, It is too big for words, it hath 
it ſomething of the heavenly glory: It is ſuch a joy as doth raviſh the 
$2u), it (ometimes puts it into an ecſtaſie, it fills ir up co the height, fo that 
here was one cried out like a man oppreſt under the weight of it, Stay thy 
ond, Lord, tay thy band, for I can bold ns more. Now if there be ſuch 
bounding delights brought in by the hand of fairh, what beams of light 
ad glory will the eye of tight let in to the glorthed Soul? IF there be ſuch 
onſolations ſpringing, ſach holy raptures cauſed from and by that good 
zews that faith brings from that far Countrey, when it hath but a P;pahb 
:oht, and that in a Wilderneſs, and can but peep within the Veil, what will 
he bleſſed fruits of a clear Viſion and compleat Fruition be, when once the 
aly Soul ig.after a long and tedious Journey happily arrived there, and hath 
ee liberty to walk up and down in the length and breadth of that good 
ind, and to take its fill continually of all that it affords? But once more, 
Fourthly and laſtly, Here Gods communications and lettings out of him- 
if to his People, are correſpondent with, and managed in ſuch a way and 
inner as ſhall be purſuant of his purpoſe and deſign of keeping them, as in 
well-liking and thriving ſtate, fo in a longing frame; as to preſerve their 
pirirz, and promote their growth, ſo to maintain their deſires in ſtrength 
:d vigour, and alſo to whet and raiſe them up to an higher and higher 
itch. The perfection which our heavenly Father doth intcad the deareſt 
his Children while they are here, conliſteth more in the ſincerity of 
ieir hearts, and in the fervency of their earneſt and induſtrious ry Su 
han in their actual attainments. Come, Chriſtians, what reporr can you 
ke ? what account can you give of your ſelves? donot you find that this 
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20 «be language, and theſe the breathings of your Souls? O that I mighke 
; jv God more, and come 0 all the r1cbes of the full aſſurance of underſ{ and- 
9a» fs the acknowledgment of the myſtery of God, and of the Father, and of 


brit, Col, 2. 2. Oh that | might love him more ! that this lukewarm, 
ld, frozen, Icy heart, might burn within me, and be all on a flame ! Oh 
at | might fear him more, not with a baſe, ſervile and flaviſh tear, but a 
al and godly one,& pay him ſuch a reverence as is his due, & he receives 
om the glorious Seraphim above, and the ſpirits of juſt men there made 
fe&! Oh that I could reſemble him more and more, and find the in« 
Bard man renewed day by day, and my Soul changed into his Image from 
gory 


ate, 
lite 


2d, and ſhewing forth the virtues of my Saviour, ſhining with his bear 
treading in his ſteps, and beirg in the world even as he was in the world! 
O that I could {ce and enjoy him more! Oh that I could converſe and 
walk with him more! And when he is pleaſed to open his hand moſt libe. 
rally, they will be reaching our theirs for more, and ſtill crying, Give, give, 
When rhey have in a Duty, or at an Ordinance, fed moſt heartily, and re. 
ceived the greatelt retreth.ng, they riſe with an appetite, and go away witk 
defires ; 1t you have taſted that the Lord is gracious, you muſt defire : 
rer-draughts in the Banquerting-houſe; the Spouſe called for flaggons. I ſay 
God in his infinite wildom doth fo order it, ghat his Children ſhall be 
dieted here, that ſo they may be always hungry. Not, faith Paul, that | 
bave already attained, or am already perfect, Now you may ſafely fror 
hence draw this Inference, "That it God be fo liberal ro his Children h 
where yet his purpoſe and good pleaſure 1s to keep them in the ſtate of 
petants, and both to raiſe and preſerve their delires and longings in ſtreng!! 
and vigour, that muſt needs be great goodneſs which he hath laid up far 
them in Heaven; What 1s there behind ? What 1s yet to come? What 
tl -r which will be given ou: tothem in the other world, where it is in hi 
heart to compleat their ſtate, and ſo to order out concerning them,that tha 
tranſcendent and inconceivable delights ſhall ſwallow up all their defires 
and their'painful longings ſhall at their firſt entrance into thoſe gloriat 
Manſions be immediately converted into a fulneſs of joy? We have no 
finiſhed the doCtrinal parts; it remains that we apply our ſelves to the p 
Qiical improvement of them, which 1s to be the work of every one t 
reads theſe few leaves for his own Soul, Only I ſhall help you a little b 
ſpeaking to three things in a way of Exhortation, 

Uſe firſt. 1 do earneltly delire you all, to be without any further unre: 
ſonable delays upon your return unto God, Look where you art 
ſinners; in a ſtate of 1a and wrath: and 4s it good to be ſo? Lovuk whithe 
you are going; 1s it not to Heil ? and do you think ir will be good to | 
there ? Do not go on, but ſtand,(inner,] do in the nate of the great God b 
rhee ftand, and come back too ; remember from whence you are fallen, a 
from whom you have departed,and come back. The expreſſions that our Le 
Tejws uſed rothe Church his Spouſe, come into my mind, Cant. 6, 13. 
beſpeaks her thus ; Return, return, O Shulamite! return, retw/n, that 
may look upon thee : What will ye ſee m ihe Shulamite? as it were, tl 
company of two Armnes. Let me ſpeak to you in the ſame manner ; on 
ler me firſt propound t9 you this one ſerious and weighty Queſtion ; Ho 
do you find matters are within you ? Is there ſuch a ſight as this ro be ſeen 
I mean, to be ſeen in your Soul? Dy you feel ſtruggling* in you 2s R 
bekah once did in her womb? Is there the company of two Armies? Ol 
that there were in ſome of you! it would be welcom news to me, I ſhoul 
be gladet heart, and wich my Soul bleſs God for it. I know there is or 
Army in the very worſt of men,the greateſt Debauchees and vileſt Monſte 
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ml treochedand fortified themſelves, and fight againſt God, and War again 
'fÞ the Soul ; and it isnot improbable bur that there may be a Legion of Devils 
coo, Which fide with them, and yetall this while there is no noiſe, no 
diſturbance of the ſinners reft, but he goeth on in his way and enj2ys him- 
ive felf; for, as ourSaviowr hath rold us, while the ſtrong man armed keeps the 
| re.fÞ houſe, his goods are in peacethere is a ſinful quictneſ;, though indeed that is 
with « diſmal and woful one. Burt what ſay you, is there the Company of two 
Armies in you? Is there a Law in your minds warring againſt that Law of 
Sin and Death which 1s in your members ? Iz there a Spirit within you luſt- 
x ing againſt the ficſh; is there a contelt and combating within you > And 
Y that not only between one faculty and another, but between the ſame facul- 
ty and itſelt ? So that you cannot ſin with that freedom and plenary con» 
ſent that you were wont to do, but you find a reluftincy and oppclition 
in your ſelves, Oh that it were ſo with you, that you were able to ſay, you 
vl hate what you do,though you cannot do what you would:And to you 1 do 
NY now call, return, retwry, O ſomers, return, return, That we may look upon 
*_ you and love to look; that your Miniſters, and Relations, and Friends, your 
Parents that have travailed in birth to ſee Chrilt formed in you, your dear 
Yoakfellows who love you, and longed for your Spiritual and Etcrnal wel- 
fare, and have looked upon you with ſad hearts, Sighing, Shaking their 
Heads, wringing their hand: and ſhedding Rivers of tears, may now look 
upon you with comfort and rejoycing, and count you their bleſiings ; That 
Pro when they look upon you tl:ey may ſee your faces Sion ward, and Heaven 
tn ward, and your feet directed into the ways of peace, and that when God 
bY ( who looks from Heaven upon all the Children of men ) doth look upon 
you, and into you alſo, he may (ee your hearts are toward himſelf, really ſer 

rev for his Service and honour, and the enjoyment of him, You that are Elder, 
a and are yet in your fins, walking on in the vanity of your minds, ſuffer the 
NY. word of exhortation, do you return, and that preſently, for you have no- 
F thing to ſhew why you ſhould nor; you have taken your ſwing,and rambled 
far enough, and lived without God long enough ; a man would think you 
have had your belly full of wind and as and husks, that you have had-e- 
nough of baſe (ins, and what is worſe than childiſh vanities, and are guilty 
of ſuch egregious, and ruining follies that you have reaſon to be weary at 
them, I beſeech you learn to be wiſe, it is, indeed it is high time, if you 
will not be wile now, when will you? You that are younger,do ye apply 
your heart to true wiſdom, come, ye Children, hearken to me, come, ye 
young-men and maidens, come in to God, who delires you, who calls you, . 
who ſtands with his arms ready and ftretched out to receive you, come to - 
tim in whom you will nd re(t to:yout Souls, and have ſuch joys as will be 
great and cheap, and never end in forrow. It is much more eaſy for you £0 
return than it is for old {mners, who have grown grey in their rebellion and 
obſtinacy, for youre not gone ſo far from God as they have done, and you 
F have notſo many Chaimsand Fetters, as Satan and Juſt and a continued 


conceive how exceeding welcom you ſhall be, how glad Heaven will be « 
you; Oh how doth God, Father, 'Son and Spirit embrace the young con- 
verts, how ready will the blefled Angels be to watch over you, to encam 
about you, to miniſter to you, and to do you aQts of kindneſs ? What hugg 
and kiſſes did the affectionate Father beſtow uponHhis repenting and re. 
turning Prodigal ! He ran to meet him, and that while he was a great way 
oft; he could not (it ſtill when he ſaw him coming, but muſt get up himſel;, 
and while the good old mans feet did run, I doubt not but his heart leap'd 
within him. 

Uſe Second. Under this I ſhall direct my diſcourſe to you who already 
are converted,and have hearkened to the voice and calls ofGod in theGoſpel, 
and comein to him.And you I adviſe to improve all your experiences to the 
utmoſt for the drawing of your hearts more out toGod,and bringing you in- 
to a cloſer Communion with him. Thou haſt been my oh, ſaid David, P/alfj r 
67; 7. What then? my Soul followeth after thee, wer. 8, Becauſe thou haf 
been my help in work, in trouble haſt aſſiſted me in ſuch and in ſuch a caſe, 
yea in every caſe, therefore my Soul now doth and ſtill ſhall follow hard ak 
ter thee, that I may have more of thy help as | need it, and more and moref} 
of thy {elf roo, ſo as you have heard in the Text,return unto thy reſt,O 
Soul, unto that God who is thy reſt ; for the Lord hath dealt bountiful! 
with thee. Conſider and call to mind, what ſights have you had of God 
power and glory in the Sanftuary, What taſts of his ſweetneſs inthe ba 
gquetting houſe of Ordinances, what tokens of love ſent in, in various ways 
what Meſſages of peace by his holy and bleſſed Spirit, what returns of pray 
by the hand of gracious providences; how great things hath God done for 
you, confuting your fears, and exceeding your expectations, how good and 
gracious hath he been to you, compaſſing you about with his favour as withl: 
a Shield, and daily loading you with his benefins? ler all this be called in and 
ſet before your eyes, and then from all theſe Topicks reaſon the caſe with 
your ſelves, and plead with your Souls, yea plead and argue them into « 
dearer aff:Qtion to God, and a further rerurn to him, and a nearer, cloſer 
Communion with him. The name of Jeſus is as an Ointment poured for:h,fſe 
Cant, 1.2. And when the Spouſe had once got the ſcent, and to herfyi 
comfort and delight fele*the ſavour of if, found that ſweerneſs which was 
both in his name and in himſelf, ſhe loved him, her afic&ions preſently took 
wing and made out to him, ſhe run,and yet thought her pace was too flow, ff /: 
and therefore beg'd the might be drawn that fo ſhe might run. Her ſenſes} -: 
had been exerciſed ang pleaſed with ſo excelent and glorious an object, 
and now ſhe was fatighed neither with what ſhe had, nor what ſhe did, the 
thought her ſtrength was too ſmall, her motions too faint and heavy. She 
could not rid ground faſt enough, and though ſhe followed bard after him, ſc 
ſhe was yet too far from him. Draw me, aud we will run after thee, We 
will run after thee faſter than now we do, and ger nearer to thee than now F'i 
we are, and this calling in of divine help was not in yain, it was preſent] 


| _ TT NAH Erect of 3 $ appears from t} 
"next word, The King hath oy = me into bis Chamber;, into-a moſt inti- 
mate fellowſhip with him, not only into his Cowre,but into his Chamber, and 
there ſhe was willing eneugh to lit down and reſt, yea take up her eternal 
abode, yes there, but no where elſe, not at a diſtance, not atthe door, but 
in the Chamber, in the BrideChamber of heaven, there we will be glad and 
rejojce in thee, and remember thy love more than Wine, 

Uſe Third. I ſhall ſpeak a little to you who are concerned in the late 
providence, and others of the ſame nature, and do your ſelves feel the ſmart 
of that blow which ſtruck your Relations dead. Do you polleſs your Souls 
in patience, be quiet, content and iatisfied, fince you believe them to be re- 
ryrned unto God; though they be dead to you, and you ſhall know them no 
more after the fleſh, yet they now do, and eternally ſhall live to God and 
with him. There are none of you that have been made partakers of a Divine 
nature, but would fain have your. Husbands, Wives and Children, & s, 
turned from darkneſs to ligbt, and from the power of Satan, to God ; you 
would have them converted and ſaved : I do not queſtion but you defire 
that,and pray for that,and weep for it, and long for it, and it would be the 
oreff joy and comfort of your Souls to ſee it ; and herein you do exceeding well, 
myſ[there is much of a Gofpel-Spiritin ir, ir doth highly become you, and it is 
ily an argument of that dear love which you bear unto them it is the beſt and 

{ nobleſt expreſſion of Love, Well, now when their Spiritsare returned ro 
andJthat God who gave them ; now that they are gone from you to their Fa- 
294 ther; now that they are fo gone as that you ſhall here ſee their face no more, 
yerJand hear cheir voice no more, and enjoy their Company no more, make it ap- 
forfipear that you have been well taught in the School of Chriſt, and there learn- 
anded in every State wherein you are, therewith to be content, yea in your ſo. 
vichlitary and loneſom ſtate. Let them go, ſince he hath ſent for them who hath 
andthe beſt right to them, and in whoſe hand is the power of life and death, do 
ith Yyou freely fer them go, Now they have a fulneſs of joy, andare- bathing 
o ahemſclyes in Rivers of pleaſure, do not you lock up your ſelyesin a dum» 
oſer Þpiſh retirement, nor ſit down, ſullen and difcontented, drown'd in tears, 
1: heppreſt and overwhelm'd with ſorrow ; Be not you froward and angry 
herfvith God for loving them ſo well as to take them home to himſelf, and do 
was not you diſparage that Heaven' where they are triumphing, as if they had 
ook fichanged to their loſs. They aredead indeeJ, but ſweeten that thought 
ow, /ith a better, even this, that they are gone to God, and ſo are where they 
nies} 'ould be. $9 our Saviour told his Diſciples, I go to my Father and to your 
ject, BFather, to my God and to your God, Remember, God dealt bountifully with 
, {beÞbem. As in your caſe who arenow made a Widdow indeed. God dealt 
She PPowntifully with you, in continuing him to you ſo long, who might much 
him, Pooner have diſſolved your conjugal relation, - but he did not, many yeary 
Wefou lived, and loved and —_ together ; and he dealt bountifuily with 
now F'im. I ſhall paſs by his worldly eftate, and only mention ſome other things, 
ntly * for the commendation of the deceaſed, but the honour of his great Lord 


| 1, He gave him a great meaſure of life, for he hved fo a 9000 I 


{i1ckneis meant, 

3. He had a greet meaſure of Spiritual ſtrengrÞ, for as I have bcen ir 
formed,ne kept his ground-mm the midſt oi Perſecutions;and his integrity in ©! 
mic of temptations, unto which his very calling di2 expoſe tim, 


4. God bleſt him witha great meaſure of patience, fo that he waz tc 


'acrmiration Hlont under that blow which confumed him. 


5, A great meaſure of ſubmiſſion, being brought to Gods foot Willing ': 


2 at his Giſpele, 


6. A great meaſure of cornturt, there being no Cloud upon his brow, n 


Coubt of is future happinefs,burt the aſſurance of Faith. ThusGod dealt bour 
tifully with kim, and (2 he doth with other of his faithful Servants, thous! 


not with all in all cheſe reſpeRts. And we have therefore no reaſon for exc! 


ve forrow upon their return to God ; for that God who dealt bountifu!!: 
with them on car:havill deal ſativfyingly with thera in Heaven, Here th: 
did ſee his goodnels, there they behold hus glory, 
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Boks lately Printed for John Dunton ot the Rayc: 
in the Poultry ; Viz, 


$ £\niſftieal Morning Exerciſes, 7he Fourth Volume: By ſeveral Miniſter: 
ard abou; London, Preach'd in Otober, 1689, 


1. The Saints readineſs for their Lords coming : A Funeral Serv:'| 
Preact'd npim the Death of that Faithfu! and Laborious Seryan of Ct:\þ 


Ar. fohn Oakes, 

2: A Sermon Preached to Young men, Dec, 25. 1689. At that n} 
24s My. Ozcke: Aeeimy place, | 

3- A diſcourſe ſhewing the Duty of Magiftrates from the .,gbeſt io ; 
loaveſt for the [uppreſſing Prophaneneſs, being one of the Sermon: m the Nv 
Morninp-Exercile. | 

All three written 4 Samuel Slater Miniſter of :5: Goſpel in London. 
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2, He afforded him 2 great meaſure of health; *for he ſcarce knew what 
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-FINIS. 


